Pregnancy and neonatal outcomes of women with reactive syphilis serology in Alberta, 2002 to 2006.
To describe the maternal characteristics, diagnosis, and pregnancy, and the neonatal outcomes of pregnant women with reactive syphilis serology in a Canadian cohort. We conducted a retrospective chart review of pregnant women in Alberta with reactive syphilis serology between 2002 and 2006. Clinical staging of syphilis in mothers and infants was determined using provincial and national surveillance criteria. Seventy-five pregnancies met the inclusion criteria. Thirty women were adequately treated pre-conception, 20 women had infectious syphilis (10 primary, 5 secondary, 5 early latent), 24 had late latent syphilis, and one had disease of unknown stage. Seven infants with congenital syphilis and one infant with presumed congenital syphilis were born to women with primary (n = 4), secondary (n = 2), early latent (n = 1), and unknown stage (n = 1) syphilis. Treatment was provided prior to delivery in one woman; five women did not access prenatal care. Four infants had long-term sequelae. All infants with congenital syphilis were born to women with infectious syphilis who had limited prenatal care. Initiatives to reach women at high risk are required to decrease the incidence of congenital syphilis.